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    The Leo Nicholson Award 
 In 1971 a group of Ellensburg businessmen purchased a trophy 
to be presented each year to the top small-college basketball team 
in the Pacific Northwest. 
 The trophy is awarded to the school determined to be the 
outstanding team by a panel of sportswriters, broadcasters and 
sports information directors, who also select a Coach-of-the-Year. 
 The award honors the memory of the late Leo Nicholson, who won 
505 games at Central from 1930 to 1964. 
 Central, under the direction of Leo's son Dean, has won the 
award 10 times and the younger Nicholson was voted the Coach-of-the-
Yeat three times.  Gil Coleman won the Coach-of-the-Year award 
posthumously in 1995. 
 
Year Nicholson Award Coach-of-the-Year 
1971 Puget Sound Gene Luundgaard, Pacific Lutheran 
1972 Western Washington Jim Boutin, Willamette 
1973 Puget Sound Al Svenningson, Alaska - Anchorage 
1974 Central Washington Dan Miles, Oregon Tech 
1975 Central Washington Jim Boutin, Willamette 
1976 Puget Sound Jerry Krause, Eastern Washington 
1977 Puget Sound Dean Nicholson, Central Washington 
1978 Puget Sound Terry Layton, Northwest Nazarene 
1979 Puget Sound Don Zech, Puget Sound 
1980 Central Washington Jim Boutin, Western Oregon 
1981 Puget Sound Jim Mastin, Whitman 
1982 Western Oregon Jim Larson, Whitworth 
1983 Central Washington Joe Meagher, St. Martin's 
1984 Puget Sound Marty Holly, College of Idaho 
1985 Central Washington Marty Holly, College of Idaho 
1986 Central Washington Jim Mastin, Whitman 
1987 Central Washington Dean Nicholson, Central Washington 
  Dan Miles, Oregon Tech 
1988 Alaska - Anchorage Brad Jackson, Western Washington 
1989 Central Washington George Roderick, Alaska - Fairbanks 
1990 Central Washington Dean Nicholson, Central Washington 
1991 College of Idaho Warren Friedrichs, Whitworth 
1992 Seattle Pacific Ed Weidenbach, Northwest Nazarene 
1993 Willamette Gordie James, Willamette 
1994 Western Washington Bob Gaillard, Lewis & Clark 
1995 Northwest Nazarene Gil Coleman, Central Washington 
1996 Albertson Warren Friedrich, Whitworth 
1997 Oregon Tech Ken Schumann, Pacific 
1998 Oregon Tech Tim Hills, Western Baptist 
1999 Central Washington xx, Southern Oregon 
 
 FG PCT.  - 4.  Richard Anderson, SFU, 66.5; 12. Leon Johnson, CWU, 
61.1.     Team:  FT PCT. - 1. Western Washington 78.4.. 
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